Cooperation on Global Education across Borders

About the gerc_net

A successful long-term project cooperation was found by four NGOs dealing with global education issues in the Central-Eastern-European region in 2008 in the frame of a Grundtvig Multilateral Project. Led by the Austrian Südwind Agentur as an organisation with great experience in the global education field in the last more than 25 years, a consortium was formed for common works. Beside of the Südwind, the Anthropolis (Anthropological Public Benefit Association) from Hungary, the Humanitas (Society for Human Rights and Supportive Action) from Slovenia and the SCCD (Slovak Centre of Communication and Development) from Slovakia started to cooperate together and apply for European grants (such as: Grundtvig Lifelong Learning Program, EuropAid) to establish a regional network of Global Education Resource Centres. 
In the project gerc_net - Global Education across Borders organisations from the four partner countries were building up a network of Global Education Resource Centres (GERC). Within this network, the partner organisations are sharing experiences and strategies. A common Website, Training Programs for multipliers, and a cooperative Global Education Material development (workshop, exhibition) were intensifying the cross-border cooperation. 
The Global Education Resource Centres are thematic libraries offering a wide range of services for people interested in global issues: background materials on topics such as global developments, climate change, poverty, Human Rights, sustainability and globalisation as a complex and multidimensional process. Educational and presentational resources for teachers, students and interested people for presentations and lessons on various subjects. Every GERC has got a helpdesk service offering pedagogical advice. Qualified persons inform visitors about materials on various topics.  In addition to this this centres provide a space for communication, debates and the presentations of new resources and literature.

Meanwhile, for a parallel grant period, the consortium was working together in a Grundtvig Learning Partnership Project. That task was designed to enrich the gerc_net project by an increased sharing of experiences (study visits), by educating staff of the participating organisations for a professional support in Global Education Resource Centres by developing a joint cross-border database of GE experts from the region (expert database) and through a travelling poster exhibition on global challenges.

The project’s www.gerc-net.info website provides a common platform for the four participant countries in English and the national languages, shading information, teaching materials, information about the project’s activities. An important part of this cross border platform is the expert database, where we can find experts about the different approaches and subjects of the global educational issue from the participant countries. The research motor of this online database can help to identify the request by topic, language or even by keywords. 

The GERCs’ and the online network’s target group is:

Global Education multipliers: Educational practitioners in NGOs and in educational institutions, teacher trainers.

Teachers: Pre-service and in-service teachers.

School children: Pupils in primary and secondary schools.

Educational authorities: Schools and school administration; educational policy makers.

Students and general public: Students of social and political sciences and public interested in global issues.

Parents, thematic and mass media: Parents of the school children, teachers’ periodicals and mass media.
A currant working plan is enriching the already existing network of partner organisations, which have a very good experience in cooperating on the field of Global Education and awareness raising. The network is going on for a new grant period at least until 2013 to upgrade and expand the activities of the previous projects in order to reach more target groups with a more complex and strategic approach. 

The main goals are to find the way how to put the global issues into the national educational curriculum, to find teachers to learn and teach how the global perspective can fit into the general school subjects. For this, the partner NGOs have to reach and persuade the national policy makers and other stakeholders.

